Eight cases of acute renal failure from Vipera russelli formosensis venom after administration of antivenom.
The six-valent antivenom from Vipera russelli formosensis in Taiwan has recently become available in Taiwan. Between June 1998 and December 2001 8 Vipera russelli formosensis snakebite victims were treated with antivenom within 24 h of snakebite. Bleeding stopped and coagulopathy improved after antivenom use, and neurotoxic symptoms were mild. Prothrombin time was prolonged on the 1st day and thrombocytopenia changed within 2 d. In the majority of cases, renal dysfunction persisted for several days after coagulation abnormalities normalized: 3 cases required hemodialysis. Although Vipera russelli formosensis antivenom is capable of preventing hemorrhage, antivenom administration may not alter the course of severe renal damage.